PROTECTING KALO (TARO) IN NATIVE AMERICAN, NATIVE HAWAIIAN, AND ALASKA NATIVE POPULATIONS
The National Caucus of Native American State Legislators (NCNASL) is made up of American Indian, Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian State Legislators from 16 states and is organized to provide a forum for discussion, education and increased communication.  Additionally, the NCNASL identifies and proposes legislation and administrative actions to eliminate barriers to achievement of a better quality of life for Native people.

WHEREAS, Taro is a culturally significant plant to Native Hawaiians; and 

WHEREAS, over three hundred Taro varieties may have existed at the time of the arrival to Hawaii of European explorers; and 

WHEREAS, currently there are approximately seventy varieties of Taro in Hawaii and, of these, the majority are unique to the Hawaiian islands due to the
horticultural skills of Native Hawaiian farmers; and

WHEREAS, Taro represents the spiritual and physical well-being of Native Hawaiians; and

WHEREAS, Taro symbolizes the environmental, social and cultural values important to the state of Hawaii and Native Hawaiians; and


WHEREAS, the importance of Taro can be seen in the use of the plant on the crown of King Kalakaua and currently is in the logo of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs; and

WHEREAS, developing, testing, propagating, cultivating, raising, and growing genetically modified Taro would negatively impact the spiritual and physical well-being of Native Hawaiians,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE NATIONAL CAUCUS OF NATIVE AMERICAN STATE LEGISLATORS, that the inherent sovereignty of Tribes as recognized through historical treaties and legal relationships that exist between Tribal Nations and the United States of America is undeniable; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the National Caucus of Native American State Legislators supports a 10-year ban on genetically modifying any Taro; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the National Caucus of Native American State Legislators supports the preservation of plants that are culturally significant to Native Americans, Alaska Natives and Native Hawaiians.
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