SUPPORTING FEDERAL TAX INCENTIVES TO ENCOURAGE THE USE OF RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES.
The National Caucus of Native American State Legislators (NCNASL) is made up of American Indian, Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian State Legislators from 16 states and is organized to provide a forum for discussion, education and increased communication.  Additionally, the NCNASL identifies and proposes legislation and administrative actions to eliminate barriers to achievement of a better quality of life for Native people.

WHEREAS, the use of petroleum accounts for 90 percent of the state's energy needs; and

WHEREAS, this over dependency on fossil fuel leaves the state extremely vulnerable to oil embargos, supply disruptions, international market dysfunctions, and other risks; and

WHEREAS, the continued consumption of petroleum negatively impacts the state's environment; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. has an abundance of renewable energy resources, such as solar, geothermal, wind, biomass, and ocean energy; and

WHEREAS, the increased use of renewable energy resources would achieve broad societal benefits including energy self-sufficiency, environmental sustainability, economic development, and job creation; and

WHEREAS, new wind and solar projects in the U.S. are in jeopardy given the expiration of federal wind and solar energy tax incentives on December 31, 2008; now, therefore,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE NATIONAL CAUCUS OF NATIVE AMERICAN STATE LEGISLATORS, that the inherent sovereignty of Tribes as recognized through historical treaties and legal relationships that exist between Tribal Nations and the United States of America is undeniable; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the National Caucus of Native American State Legislators supports the continuation of federal wind and solar energy tax incentives for a period of at least five years; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this Resolution be transmitted to the President of the United States, relevant members of Congress, State Legislatures, the Secretary of the United States Department of Energy, the American Wind Energy Association, and the American Solar Industry Association.

Sponsored by:  
Rep. Mele Carroll, Hawaii


Rep. Faye Hanohano, Hawaii


Sen. J. Kalani English, Hawaii
Approved Date is:  June 11, 2008
Committee of Jurisdiction:  Environment, Water, Natural Resources and Energy Committee
Certified by Committee Chair:
Certified by Caucus Chair:  Rep. John McCoy, Washington
Ratified certified by:  The National Caucus of Native American State Legislators, June 11, 2008.
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