RESTORING FUNDING FOR NATIVE LANGUAGE PROGRAMS IN NATIVE AMERICAN, ALASKA NATIVE, AND NATIVE HAWAIIAN POPULATIONS
The National Caucus of Native American State Legislators (NCNASL) is made up of American Indian, Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian State Legislators from 16 states and is organized to provide a forum for discussion, education and increased communication.  Additionally, the NCNASL identifies and proposes legislation and administrative actions to eliminate barriers to achievement of a better quality of life for Native people.

WHEREAS, the National Caucus of Native American State Legislators believes the preservation of Native American languages is essential to preserving Native American languages and cultural identity, and

WHEREAS, linguists estimate that by the year 2050, only 20 Native American languages will remain without further emphasis on their importance; and
WHEREAS, the National Caucus of Native American State Legislators encourages Congress to fund the Esther Martinez Native Language program at a level of $10 million at the Department of Health and Human Services; and

WHEREAS,  the National Caucus of Native American State Legislators requests the restoration of funding for Education for Native American, Native Hawaiian and Alaska Native Equity in Title VII at the Department of Education as well as an increase of five percent in funding,
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE NATIONAL CAUCUS OF NATIVE AMERICAN STATE LEGISLATORS, that the inherent sovereignty of Tribes as recognized through historical treaties and legal relationships that exist between Tribal Nations and the United States of America is undeniable; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the National Caucus of Native American State Legislators expresses that Native languages will cease to exist unless immediate action is taken; and
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, the National Caucus of Native American State Legislators will work to ensure Native American, Native Hawaiian and Alaska Native languages continue to exist.
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