RESTORING JOHNSON O'MALLEY FUNDING IN AND INCREASING FUNDING FOR TRIBAL COLLEGES IN NATIVE AMERICAN, ALASKA NATIVE AND NATIVE HAWAIIAN POPULATIONS
The National Caucus of Native American State Legislators (NCNASL) is made up of American Indian, Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian State Legislators from 16 states and is organized to provide a forum for discussion, education and increased communication.  Additionally, the NCNASL identifies and proposes legislation and administrative actions to eliminate barriers to achievement of a better quality of life for Native people.

WHEREAS, Johnson O'Malley (JOM) is a federally-funded program which provides supplemental financial assistance for Native American students attending public schools; and 
WHEREAS, JOM grants provide financial assistance to Native American students from largely rural, low-income backgrounds, assisting their participation in public schools by providing books and other reading materials, tutorial services, summer school, scholastic and testing fees, school supplies, youth leadership programs, musical instruments, eyeglasses, counseling, caps and gowns, computer labs and a host of other education-related services; and
WHEREAS, Congress is examining proposed eliminations of funding for JOM programs; and
WHEREAS, Congress is proposing further reductions in funding for scholarships and Tribal College funding; and
WHEREAS, Tribal Colleges were created to meet the needs of Native Americans; and 

WHEREAS, Tribal Colleges generally serve geographically isolated populations to access education beyond the high school level; and

WHEREAS, Tribal Colleges are important to educational opportunity for Native American students and are unique institutions that include cultural relevance.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE NATIONAL CAUCUS OF NATIVE AMERICAN STATE LEGISLATORS, that the inherent sovereignty of Tribes as recognized through historical treaties and legal relationships that exist between Tribal Nations and the United States of America is undeniable; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the National Caucus of Native American State Legislators requests Congress to restore funding for JOM programs; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the National Caucus of Native American State Legislators encourages Congress to fully fund post-secondary education and Tribal Colleges for Native Americans; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, the Education Committee of the National Caucus of Native American State Legislators will partner with other Native American education groups to outreach to Congress to restore JOM funding and increase funding for post-secondary education and Tribal Colleges.


Sponsored by:  
Rep. Mele Carroll, Hawaii




Rep. Faye Hanohano, Hawaii




Sen. J. Kalani English, Hawaii





Senator Emeritus Dennis Bercier, North Dakota
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