National Caucus of Native American State Legislators

Position on

Increased Work Participation Rates in the Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) Program
The National Caucus of Native American State Legislators (NCNASL) is made up of American Indian, Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian State Legislators from 13 states and is organized to provide a forum for discussion, education and increased communication.  Additionally, the NCNASL identifies and proposes legislation and administrative actions to eliminate barriers to achievement of a better quality of life for Native people.

WHEREAS revised federal work participation rates for the Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) Program will require states to meet a 50 percent work participation rate for all families and a 90 percent participation rate for two-parent families beginning October 1, 2006; and 

WHEREAS the majority of states report work participation rates well below 50 percent among single-parent families, with a national average of approximately 32 percent; and 

WHEREAS failure on the part of state TANF programs to meet the revised work participation rates will result in financial penalty thereby reducing the amount of federal funding available to operate the TANF programs; and 
WHEREAS financial penalties incurred by states that result in reduced program funding is likely to impact tribal TANF programs through reductions in state funding to tribal TANF programs, as allocated by the state legislatures; and 

WHEREAS unrealistic work participation requirements and the potential for reduced program funding (resulting from financial penalties) will have a negative impact on Native families served through either state or tribal TANF programs.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE NATIONAL CAUCUS OF NATIVE AMERICAN STATE LEGISLATORS, that all tribal TANF programs are encouraged to fully review their agreements with the states and their federal TANF plans and fully understand the federal/state/tribal relationships and requirements of those agreements, especially in relationship to new federally-imposed rules on state TANF programs; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that each tribal TANF program should evaluate its own work participation activity and participation rates and understand the difficult task the states face in fulfilling the revised work participation requirements; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all tribal TANF programs are encouraged to develop strategies for maintenance of service to its tribal clients, as the tribal recipients are directly impacted by revised program requirements; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all tribes and tribal TANF programs are encouraged to meet with state officials to offer assistance in helping states meet their work requirements and explore collaborative strategies wherever possible; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that tribal TANF programs are encouraged to maintain communication with each other throughout the country so that no single tribal TANF program is set up to become a precedent in any kind of reduction in state maintenance of effort funding to the tribes; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that all TANF programs are encouraged to focus on the rulemaking and implementation process at the federal level and offer testimony on behalf of their tribes, if requested.
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